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government; a request for an Armistice had been dis-
patched to Washington; the captured territory was to be
abandoned. His visitors had told him that the army itself
was crumbling; to-day they had brought news that under
a political amnesty Liebknecht had been set free.
His mind flamed with grief and indignation from which,
after the Germans had gone, he was still unable to escape]
and Lewis, entering the room, heard him exclaim: "Moltke
sent two corps to the Vistula on August 25. If they had
been on the Marne a fortnight later to close the gap be-
tween Kluck and Biilow, Paris would have fallen. Even
without them we ought to have stood." And he repeated:
"Even without them—the flank couldn't have been rolled
up. Bauer was wrong. I was at headquarters in Luxem-
bourg. It was clear enough that Moltke and Bauer were
wrong. Moltke lost his head. He sat there with his face
white and his hand stretched over the table, curling and
uncurling his fingers. We others—who were we?—we
could say nothing. We couldn't overrule him. No one but
the Emperor. My God, what fools—and now. . . ." He
opened his eyes and saw, first, his own fingers curling
and uncurling themselves on the coverlet, then, above him,
Lewis standing in silence.
He considered the Englishman with dawning curiosity,
thinking how strange it was that the face looking down on
hixn should be, indeed, that of an Englishman, and that
this face, more than any other, was welcome and had
power to recall him from such heat and bitterness as had
just now possessed him. No secret divided them; their
intimacy was far-reaching and tranquil; they could sit
together for hours, sometimes talking, sometimes drifting
away from speech into silences which, when they ended,
seemed always to have been an agreed preparation for
what had yet to be said.
"Will you tell me," Narwitz asked, "what it is that
makes you wish to be with me? I am glad when you come
—always glad. But you have another life outside this
room,**
"Yes, I have another life, but you have changed it.*'

